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style at his lady's "cruelty" and " insensibility." But in
the end he will be grateful that the matter was not allowed
to. go further.

'On the other hand it may happen that some suitor,
whose rank is not such that he can be considered as a possible
husband, may entertain very serious feelings indeed, yet
through fear of giving offence may go no further in his
communications than to make a few conventional remarks
about the weather or the garden. In such a case, if the
lady, insisting upon seeing in such epistles more than is
actually expressed, administers a rebuff, the result will only
be that the affair is henceforward on a footing of passion,
not (as hitherto) of formality. A civil answer, couched in
the same conventional terms as the original letter, may
instead dispel the lover's romantic notions and lead him
to abandon the" quest. But whatever happens the lady
has done all that ought to be expected of her.

* On the other hand to mistake the idle compliments and
attentions which it is now fashionable to scatter in such
profusion, and to treat these courtly formalities as signs of
genuine feeling, is even more dangerous than to ignore them
altogether, and though such a course may lead to a little
momentary excitement, it is bound in the long run to produce
a disagreeable situation.

' It often happens that a young girl will cast aside all
reserve and pursue without thought of the consequences
some quite trivial inclination, merely in order to convince
the world that she is a woman of feeling. At first the
discovery of a new pleasure is in itself sufficient to carry
her through; but repetition palls, and after a few months
excitement gives place to tedium or even disgust.

*I have, however, reason to believe that both my step-
brother and Prince Higekuro are in this case completely
sincere, and whatever her own feelings mav be it is imt>rot>er